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Press release 
AFME appoints Thalia Chryssikou as new Chair of the Board 
22 June 2021 

The Association for Financial Markets in Europe (AFME) has today announced that, Thalia Chryssikou, Head 
of Global Sales Strats & Structuring at Goldman Sachs, has been appointed as Chair of the Board. She takes 
over from Michael Cole-Fontayn who has been a member of the AFME Board since 2011 and served as Chair 
between September 2015 and June 2021.   
 
Adam Farkas, AFME Chief Executive, said: “We are delighted to welcome Thalia as AFME’s new Chair. Thalia 
brings a wealth of knowledge from her over 20-year career in financial services and technology at Goldman 
Sachs that equips her to lead the AFME Board as we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic. She is also a 
passionate advocate of supporting female talent which is a priority for AFME and the financial services 
industry as a whole.” 
 
“I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Michael for his service and dedication to AFME. Michael is 
a strong supporter of Europe’s capital markets, having passionately promoted the “E” in AFME during his 
decade on the AFME Board. Under Michael’s Chairmanship, AFME has established a reputation as an expert 
and credible voice for Europe's wholesale financial markets across a broad range of regulatory and capital 
markets issues. He has been a very engaged and committed Chair and we wish him well in his next endeavour 
as an independent Director on the Board of JPMorgan Securities PLC.” 
 
Thalia Chryssikou, said: “I am delighted and honoured to be taking up the role of Chair at AFME at such a 
pivotal time. The enormous potential for transformation of the European economy through digitalisation and 
decarbonisation will require unprecedented levels of investment and finance. AFME has a key role to play in 
helping to shape European financial regulation to promote deep and integrated capital markets to serve the 
needs of companies and investors in this task. I look forward to acting on behalf of all our members to enable 
our financial markets to rise to this challenge.” 
 
Michael Cole-Fontayn said: “It has been a true pleasure and honour to serve the AFME Board over the last 
six years. During this time, Europe’s capital markets have faced unprecedented challenges from Brexit and the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and I am very proud of the work AFME has done in informing the policy debate around 
the future of Europe’s capital markets, as well as working with regulators and the industry in support of the 
growth agenda.”  
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Notes: 
AFME (Association for Financial Markets in Europe) promotes fair, orderly, and efficient European wholesale 
capital markets and provides leadership in advancing the interests of all market participants. AFME represents 
a broad array of European and global participants in the wholesale financial markets. Its members comprise 
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pan-EU and global banks as well as key regional banks, brokers, law firms, investors and other financial market 
participants. AFME participates in a global alliance with the Securities Industry and Financial Markets 
Association (SIFMA) in the US, and the Asia Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association (ASIFMA) 
through the GFMA (Global Financial Markets Association). For more information, please visit the AFME 
website: www.afme.eu. Follow us on Twitter @AFME_EU 
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